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Abstract

This study discusses the history of Shilluk Kingdom (historical study of social and
economic systems in the period between1821 and 1956). This study attempts to provide a
conceptual to the conditions of social and economic systems and the changes that took place
in the Shilluk Kingdom under colonials governments, after analyzing the social and
economic phenomenon in Shilluk tribe sought to prove the changes in that period, especially
the slave trade in the Kingdom, the importance of the study in that it discusses an important
period in the history of Shilluk Kingdom, because of conflicts with the colonial governments
that came to the Kingdom, The study aims at defining the important period of Shilluk
Kingdom, indicating the background and reasons for lack of development, and knowledge of
developments and changes witnessed by the Kingdom under the three governments Turk-
Egyptian, Mahdist state, and condominium rule in the period 1821-1956. The study followed
the historical method and analytical descriptive approach, on some primary and secondary
documents, the research consists of four sections, each section contains a number of chapters,
and the research includes supplements related to the subjects that have been addressed.
Chapter one deals with the administrative and political system that was exposed to events
before and during the reign of the colonial governments in Shilluk Kingdom, chapter two
discusses the social and economic conditions in the Shilluk Kingdom under the Turk —
Egyptian, chapter third discusses social and economic systems in Shilluk Kingdom under the
Mahdist State, and chapter four discusses social and economic systems in the Shilluk
Kingdom in the period of condominium rule. The study reached a number of results, the most
prominent of which was the failure of the colonial governments in the development of Shilluk
Kingdom, due to the different stages of the Kingdom underwent from Colonization of Turk-
Egyptian, Mahdist State and finally Condominium rule, the study proved the existence of civil
relations between the Shilluk and ancient kingdoms of Sudan, Shilluk rely on the economies
of cattle to large degree and livestock are the basis of social status, the status of individual in
tribe is measured by numbers of cows and sheep, In fact, Christianity and Islam have
introduced some changes in the cultural structure of Shilluk. The Shilluk area is most
important slave trade area in the Sudan. Which reached its peak during Turk —Egyptian, the
Mahdist state attempted a truncated attempt to fight slavery, but failed. It continued until the
beginning of Condominium rule, but this trade ceased completely under the condominium
rule. The Shilluk tribe is unique among the tribes of Southern Sudan, and sanctification of
one's head is the shabby (king) which brings in his hands the temporal and spiritual authorities
together, the political system of the Shilluk society plays an important role in the rest of the
social and economic systems, the degree of change in the Shilluk society was slow in style to
build the tribe and the reason is due to the deep conflict between Sanctities and rituals that
have become rigid over time and the ideas and concepts of emergency transmitted by these
institutions, which usually contradict the primitive culture as a whole, the study came out with
a number of recommendations, the most important of which was the need to review the
writing of the historical heritage of the Shilluk tribe in an integrated manner by the historical
historians because the history of the Kingdom depends more on oral narratives. The
governments must be concerned with social and economic development in their cultural
perspective; the history departments of Sudanese universities should study the history of
southern Sudan tribes, because of lacks much information about the history of that tribes.
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INTRODUCTION

The primary object of this book 13 to ald the
iearning the Shilluk Language,
tried  to
English.

This work 1s Dy no means exhaustlve. Many more meanlings
for English words might have been gliven, but we have tried vo
give only the words more commonly used in Shilluk and needed

X l)y
the foreigner. Other words one will be able to form for one’s
self according to the native method of forming words,

forelgner in
: tut as the same time we have
keep in mind the Shilluk who may be trving to learn

THE ALPHABET

This alphabet is the one adopted at the Rejal Language
Conference and sdapted to the Shilluk by those doing work

5]

the Language in conference with Dr. A. N. Tucker,

Letter English Shilluk Meaning Remarks

a father wa we
. & as "u" 1n up gét at the river

b bub bac miss

e} cir to force This character 1is at

times almost like "sh" in

"she" and in obther words
more like "¢h" in
Ychurn." The sound should
be learned from the native.
d dog dog return

dh dhok mouth This sound is peculiar (o

the language and 1s made
by placing the tlp of the
tongue between the teeth
and pronouncing a "d".

& keti again A difficult sound for
forelgners. It 1s similar
to "ey" in "“they" but
must not be mistaken for

' this sound.

¢ as "i" ip 1t tyét carry on This sound 1s almost

the heed equivalent to the shory

"1"* sound in English

and is used only in the

words "ké" and "kénla”,

and in the diphthong "yé".

€ met - me t SWEE
£ kELL only This sound is similar to
short "a" in BEnglish
g glirl gop scrape
i machine vi you
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Letter Bnglish Shilluk

i 1% pis

L

Just Jok

¥ kite kal

leth

© may * ml

n now nin
nh wanh
ny. ganaon nyan

n as "ng" in.sing nu
0 no pot
ddro
kol
dhdx

as "a" in all

4 O & H

r rope rejo
tin tok
th : thinh

s

u blue ku
W we wa
¥ you YUK

Meaning

tired

he 4 off

bring
see

yours
sleep
arrive

new

ilion
slender
wall
drive
cabtle

fish
absent
smail

thiel
wNe
fire wood
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Rewarys

This sound :s not qulte

the shert "1" in EBughish
and 1s the samg sou 4 zs

"8" above,

In some words thig 1 @
has a slightly d fferent
value, as In Sthe word
"G‘:)ld", 1 D:@“, IS
pronour ced like "g" in
regime,

Thils 4s slightly different
from the English "1". In
msklng the sound the tip of
the tongue touches the roof
of the mouth farther back.

This 1s the Interdental
Han ! pm A s antrirsd 4 o
n" and the sound 1s
by placing the tip of
tongue batween the
and saying an "un".

made
wne

oy
tecth

3 i A% SRR £ R o
he cenvralized forms of

o 7 - [P ] Y 7
sth open "¢" and
Xy i3 A
very diff

o H3

n g o ..
ordins

o" are
foreigners and
learned [rom & i

This sowrd Is not found in
English and 18 hslf way

At K

beitween "f" and "p".
The sound 1s best made by

piacing

1 n
P

the lips for savying

atd E%a}’if’;g new
tr-lled.

r¥ 18 gener«lly

tongue bebtw
and saylng
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Election of the Mek of the Shilluk
Fashoda Muhafza
May 1903 5"

To his Excellency the Governor General, Sudan.
The circumstanc_és, which led to the departure of Mek Kur wad Nyidhok from Fashoda and
the causes of his deposition on 27" April 1903, are already known to your Excellency.

During the past fortnight I have had prolonged conferences with the Shilluk sheikhs. It
is needless for me to set forth the arguments I employed to convince them of sincerity of our
objects in preventing the seizure of girls and cattle. Even at the termination of our
deliberations some were obviously convinced against their will.

On thie 26" April, being in receipt of your telegram NO: 1361 of 26th  April, 1903, I held
a very full assemblage of sheikhs at the muhaiza headquarters, and after customary feast in
the administrator’s house, I informed them of your Excellency’s decision and directed them to
submit the name of their candidate for the succassor of Mek Kur wad Nyidhok. At the same
time 1 foreshadowed the condition of service under which his appointment might be

confirmed .It is desirable that I should give them categorically here:

1- The Mek of the Shilluk will reside at the headquarters of the mudiria at a place
to be appointed by the administrator. Should the Mek desire to proceed to
e Fashoda, Diballo or any other placs, he will obtain permission from the
administrator or official acting for the edministrator.
7-The Mek of the Shilluk will be available to accompany the administrator upon
any tour of inspection, the administrator deciding as may be necessary the
composition aud strength of the Mek, s escort will not exceed .0 persons. The
Mek will not proceed on inspection duty amongst the Shilluk without having first
consulted the administrator.
3-The Mek will carry out the government of his people under personal supervision
of the administrator. He will investigite complaints made to him personally and
will bring all cases of the administrator for his decision. Under no circumstances
is the Mek permiited to impose a finz of any kind which powe: alone is vested
in the administrator or official acting for him. Authority for the appointment and

removal of skiekhs lies exclusively w.th the Governor — General



4-The Mek is responsible for the collection of all taxes imposed upon the tribe by
the Government. - Sheikhs of districts are made responsible for their taxes and
receive instructions from and place of delivery .It is the Mek, s duty to see these
instructions carried out.
5.Under no circumstances is the Mek to impose any tax or requisition, which is
not in strict conformity with the requisition for taxation of the government. This
requisition is necessitated by the fact that during his recent inspection of the
Shilluk country the administrator heard frequent complaints of the unlawful
seizure and confiscation of property by the ex- Mek.
6-The herds and property belonging to the office of any Mek must by tribal
custom pass to the holder of that office but any abuse by the individual retiring
from that office will render the property of the office liable to such confiscation as
the government may impose.
Upon the abdication decease or removal of the holder of the office of Mek
tribal custom prescribes that members of the family of the retiring Mek who
have children shall participate in the distribution of certain cattle appertaining
to the office.
7-Ex- Mek kur wad nyidhok took girl to wife by force from his won tribe and also
from the dinkas promising liberal payment in cattle according to custom but
frequently failing 'to fulfill his promise. It is the duty of the government to protect
its subjects from such treatment, which can only be effectively prevented by
stringentfor the future. Therefore the wives of kur wad nyidhok to whose parents no
dowry has been paid (e.g. Agang bint Agwang wad Agwai from dungjol for
whom?20 cows were promised and never paid) will be released by government and
returned to their parents with such compensation in cattle as the government may

decide.

8- When the Mek is in the presence of the administrator the tribe will not i
salute the Mek but will render the customary salutation to the representative of
the government. '

9- Any personal staff of the Mek such as katib (clerk) will be employed only
with the approval of the administrator and discharged soldiers will not be

permitted to reside in his househo'd without permission.
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11- Any sheikh has permission to come direct the administrator or official acting for
him at any time whatever without first going to the Mek (Reth).
On 27" April I issued the following proclamation:-
«“Where as it has béeen represented by the administrator of Fashoda muhafza that Mek Kr wad
Nyidhok (Nadok) the chef of the shilluks has been guilty of certain misdemeanors oppression
of ‘his tribe and evil practices tending to discredit the government of the Sudan and cause
- discontent amongst the people who with the senction of the government appointed him to be
_their Mek it 11a§ing furthermore been_proved that Mek kur wad nyidhok (nadok) has grossly
abused the trust piaced in hirﬁ by his own people and the government .

“It is hereby ordered and proclaimed thaf Mek Kur wad Kidhok is dismissed from the
office of Mek and such disposition shall take effect from the 27" day of April 1903 and that
the said kur wad nyidhok be detained at such place other than in the fashoda district which
may from time to time determine upon.

“By order of the Governor — General

(Signed) G.E.MATHEWS.

Administrator, Fashoda

“Signed @ Fashoda “

«27™  April, 1903.

The next step in the pro,ceeding was to receive the name of the new Mek (Reth) from the

clection committee of sheikhs (chiefs): - . ‘

1- Awaleker wad Amuch from Diballo - Fashoda

2- Bol wad Aywal from Dilal — Dolbanyo

3- Ayik wad Jok from Padit

4= Awet wad Ajak from Dethwok

5- Kudit wad Ador from Acago

6- Yokeh wad Achien from yony.
This committee invariably performs the service of nominating the Mek (reth) and if a
member is absent a substitute other then a son or a brother of the absentee is UN
acceptable. '
The candidate submitted was Padiet (Fadietj wad kwathker a son of Mek Kwathker
wad Akwot who served in the time of Is.,mail pasha. It is stated that one kurdi bey was
mudir at the time and demanded a “trib{xte” or (Islamic tax of “jizyah”) in girls, which
was resisted. '

v Kurdi bey is alleged to have seized Mek kwather and the latter refusing to eat or drink

anything offered him ‘by his captors eventually succumbed .He was succumbed by
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Mek Ajang the extortionate demands of one yusif bey and attacked and killed him in
fair fight at KAKA
Kurid bey then had Mek (Keth) Ajang executed and permitted the tribe to select
kuckon (kwaikon) to succeed him .Mek Kuckon was eventually killed fighting with
Rashid bey against the mahadi. A
Mek Padiete is the brother of Mek kuckon.
The escort consisted of:

Sheikh Aduleker wad Ajak from Yony

Sheikh Jok wad Aleng from Yony

Sheikh Agwar wad Bol from fashcda

Sheikh Agwang wad kak fromi & lyigir
I record the above names because it is conceivable that the details of procedure upon
this occasion may of future utility.
On the 1% may the Mek designated arrived and was duly received at the muhafza
together with all the sheikhs' preliminary greeting over I and at once explained the
prospects of the new (rethship) Mekship. The Mek elected appeared ready enough to
accept the fact that he would nof be given the opportunity of following his
predecessor’s footsteps and voluntarily expressed the opinion that as the administrator
was not surroundéd with young girls and cattle plundered from the tribe it was
reasonable to suppose the practice of acquiring them in this way was going to be
moderated. But there was much antagonism to.the goverﬁmgnt decision to prevent the
forcible taking of girls on fines for inter-tribal and other disputes but by this time I felt
my ground unassailable and I pressed with insistence the prohibition of this custom.
An exited debate lasting with brief interruptions for 18 hours followed.
At one time looked as though I must yield but by almost constant presence at their
deliberations I believed the sheikhs realized the futility of holding out and to-day the
prospect of seeing how this new departure will work in the future is on every one’s
lips.
I am convinced that a close association with and firm control over the sheikhs of the
tribe are the only means of holding what appears to have been won .To leave the
present Mek or any other Mek to his own devices is to invite reaction.
Mek Padiet and the shejkhs having been suitably entertained after our exhausting
conference of entry into Fashoda Dubba and the delivery of the property appertaining

to the office of Mek remained to be accomplished.



I was on the point of arranging to precede at once Fashoda Dubba when information

reached me that kur wad Nyidhok; s cattle .The conference therefore reopened and I

endeavored to reason with these singularly unintelligent sheikhs.

The result was that they rose in the night from this council and dispersed in different

directions to recover the cattle if the cattle could not regained I told them I must use

other and less pleasant powers given me but I would not go to Fashoda dubba to find

the Mek,s official zarebas empty .

Having made a public restitution in the night cattle which the sheikhs had

defrauded by kur wad Nyidhok who represented he was acting for the government and
explained all details if the new hard tax to the sheikhs in the presence of the Mek padiet I

spent the

Whole of the 4™ May at fashoda dubba and concluded the procedure of establishing
Padiet wad Kwathker as Mek of the Shilluks.

I was met at the outskirts of the village Ey the Mek and a very larger gathering of the
tribe. Together we proceeded to the trees surrounding the village and halted less than
one facing the temple of Nyikkango .He the Mek asked my permission to take from
the “official” zarebas the necessary animals for present sacrifices. This accorded a
sheep was brought before the temple and sheikh Deng Amen wad Aywal having been
handed a spear of nyikango cut the right ear from tha sheep and placed it in a”gurra”

of water held by one of the servants of Nyikango the water being then taken inside the
temple.

The tribe then advanced each man taking off his sandals and the men ranged themselves in
lines in a kneeling posture. A bullock was then brought up and sheikh Ajak wad Deng
stood up and invoked Nyikango. Suddenly every man seized the spear, spear raised it aloft
and laid it down by his side their points reversed from the door of the temple. These were
distinctly picturesque but a mere accident the tribe having forgotten that all their spearé
were pointed towards Nyikango, s shrine.

Sheikh Ajak then advanced and took Nyikango,s spear whereupon every one turned
round , hid face from the slaughter about to be made I alone was asked to witness what
followed .Sheikh Ajak drove the spear in to the flank of the bullock which then trotted
leisurely away from the place where it was appointed to die . if it returned alone to this
spot all would be well ,I was assured if not the Mek,s election was unpropitious and
the sheikhs might wish to deliberate Afresh .The anxiety therefore , with which I

watched the perambulations of this bullock can readily be imagined . Exhausted with
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loss of blood he walked leisurely with little persuasion to the Deride spot and then
sank down.

Subsequent proceedings were tedious “the Mek drank Marissa, another sheep being
slaughtered at the threshold of the house he entered." _

It now remained for me to discuss the harimat (wives) question and the delivery for
the cattle

The shilluk consider that their Mek should succeed to the whole of the harimat (wives)
and cattle irrespective of whether his predecessors had obtained them by fair or foul
means I was not prepared to concur entirely in this arrangement .I therefore, agreed to
the following: - l

(a) That five young virgins for whom Kur wad Nyidhok had paid no dowry should
return to their parents unless Mek Padiet would pay the customary dowry and
become entitled to retain them I shall myself see that all parties are unsatisfied in
this matter.

(b) Women of the harem whosc accouchement is imminent are already awaiting the
event, according to tribal custom in the houses of their parents. When the
children are born Mek padiet would bullock to ale child and one for female .The
mothers do not return to the Mek, s harem until the children can walk.

There are eight more women absent from the Mek, s harem but I have all particulars as

to their whereabouts and shall be able to settle the matter shortly.

No women will go to Kur wad Nyidhok, nor do I recommend their forcibly being

taken their kur must find consolation at Halfa.

With regard to the cattle I had previously ccunted them in my tour of inspection .The
number was correct.

_., I then and there took the tax due to the government and public restitution of cattle
where claims to them had been established and there I closed the door against future
claimants.

It may be considered that I should have taken this cause I can state that I have given

the tribe every opportunity of appealing to one settle their grievances. The tribe is

intensely jealous of the Mek’s repute nor do they think his prestige of much account
unless he possesses a large harem and many heads of cattle . Three or four well known
sheikhs assured me that on settiement would be lasting if I ordered the confiscation of

many the Mek;s cattle. V.

I am glad to state I was able to satisfy all those to whom I had promised restitution

without wounding the pride.of the tribe.
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This done I addressed the shilluks and told them that if they had any complaints as the
past they should make them forthwith that the government wished the Mek to enter
upon a fair inheritance which I did not wish to further impair. Finally, I asked them if
they were satisfied with what the government had done they answered with a shout the
significance of which it was impossible to doubt I venture to hope that the foundations
for a better understanding have been laid.

I cannot conclude this hastily written, though I fear tediously long narrative for which
the post about is now delaying its departure without putting forward for consideration
the service of Yuzbashi Farug effendi Abdullah in this crisis I have had to work
single-handed but I acknowledge the unstinted energy and ability of this officer whose
services have been perfectly whole — hearted and who has helped to secure the results
attained. - E

(Signed) G.E.MATHEWS, kaimakam

Administrator, fashoda.
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